PART III
IMttfa;,

CHAPTER i,
"IF YOUR MAJESTY HAD ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND,"

SECTION 2,

of

Bernardino de Mendoza's Correspondence with the Queen of Scots,
and its results, 1582-84).

DURING the eventful year  1584,  there were smuggled into England
two political pamphlets in the vulgar tongue, printed abroad.  The one,
anonymous, from an English pen, was intended to drag down Queen
Elizabeth by defiling her and Lord Leicester with monstrous imputations.  The
other, dedicated by John Lesley, Bishop of Ross " To the most excellent and most
graciovse Qvene Marie, and to the most noble king lames her sonne," and
addressed jointly to "the English and Scottish nations," was an eloquent and
persuasive appeal that " after so many long wanes, they wold now at last agree,
and loyne together in one true league of fast friendshippe and amide."

This" Treatise tovvching the Right, Title, and Interest" of the Queen of Scots
and King James " to the succession of the Crowne of England," is as dignified,
manly, good-hearted and scholarly, as the " Copie of a Leter" now usually called
"Leicester's Commonwealth" is malicious, ill-written, and self-contradictory.

After the Queen of Scots had been sixteen years in captivity, the faithful
Bishop was continuing resolutely to anticipate for her the happiness she was fated
never to attain. His argument was based on the advantages to ensue from peace
and concord between England and Scotland.

". . . . as there is nothing so weake and slender, whiche by concorde may not be
strengthened: so nothing is so strong but discorde can overturne it. And it is manifestlye
knowne what famouse common welthes have bene defaced and ruyned by discorde and